OP 8-year-old golf champion to play in world tourney
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The winner of a Maryland state golf championship has been playing golf for half her life, has her own caddy, enjoys competing and is at the moment being chided by her father for eating so many Pringles.


“You’ve had enough,” gently remarks Ron Clark.

Ocean Pines resident Nikki Clark is the winner of the U.S. Kids Golf Maryland State Championship in the category Girls 8 and Under. Because the 8 year old won first place in the tournament last month, shooting 49 on a nine-hole green, she was invited to the U.S. Kids Golf World Championship in Williamsburg, Va. this week. Nikki, her father “Daddy the Caddy” and her mother Joanna are spending Tuesday through Sunday in Virginia so Nikki can compete in the world tournament with around 700 other children in 12 age categories.

“That’s a lot,” pipes up Nikki.

The world championship will resemble grown-up tournaments like the PGA and LPGA. The U.S. Kids Golf World Championship is nationally televised, requires each player to have a caddy and hosts three rounds in three days. It sounds daunting, but then, Nikki is no stranger to competition.

Each year, the Ocean Pines Junior Golf program that Nikki is enrolled in holds a tournament at the end of the summer. The first year Nikki participated, she won the award of “Most Improved Player.” The second year, she placed third. The third year, she placed second. This year, instead of participating in the Ocean Pines tournament, which was held Thursday, she’ll be participating in the U.S. Kids Golf World Championship.

Needless to say, her close-knit family is very proud.

“I was stunned,” Joanna says of her reaction to Nikki’s win. “I picked her up and squeezed her very tight.”

Nikki herself comes up with several words for how she felt when she won.

“Happy,” she says. She furrows her brow, then spouts several more feelings. “Excited. Joyed. Proud. Yay.”

Her father takes a moment to articulate his feelings.

“I got all the good words,” explains Nikki.

Ron finally grasps the word he was looking for. “Relieved,” he says.

“Oh, that’s a good one,” remarks Nikki.

The precocious 8 year old has been playing golf since she was four years old. Her father plays golf and her two grown-up brothers Paul and Ron play golf as well, so it was a natural step for Nikki to start playing. She got started with the Ocean Pines Junior Golf league, where twice a week during each summer she joins 50 to 60 other children to practice the game. The children learn to play 3, 6, 9 or 18 rounds, depending on age and ability. Nikki has been shooting 9 holes recently.

In addition to the twice-weekly practices, Nikki’s father also takes her out to shoot some balls during the weekend once in a while. As Daddy the Caddy, Ron is able to give Nikki advice when she needs it, in addition to carrying her clubs – Nikki has a full set, and it can be cumbersome for an 8 year old on a hot day.

Although she owns a full set, the young golf champion has a favorite driver. Why is it her favorite?

She gives an impish grin. “Because it goes farther.”

