Stars on Ice: Skating into Baltimore

By Becki Lee Chiasson


When pro skater Todd Eldredge was five years old, he unwrapped a pair of hockey skates for Christmas. Within three weeks, he requested that the hockey skates be exchanged for a pair of figure skates.

“I wanted to do jumps and spins,” says Eldredge. “I thought it would be more fun.”


Now, 30 years later, Eldredge is still figure skating – and he shows no sign of slowing down.


Eldredge, a World Champion and three-time Olympian, is one of 13 world-class skaters who will perform in the 21st annual tour of “Smucker’s Stars on Ice” at Baltimore’s 1st Mariner Arena on March 22.


“Stars on Ice” is a national figure skating tour where champion skaters perform choreographed routines set to popular music and state-of-the-art lighting effects, combining athleticism and entertainment. Each skater performs two solo routines along with several group numbers where the entire cast joins in.


As in past years, the Boys and Girls Club will receive part of the show’s proceeds.

“Stars on Ice” is the brainchild of Olympic champion and four-time World Champion Scott Hamilton, who conceived the idea and co-produced it. And this year, the star-studded roster includes Olympic pair champions Jamie Salé and David Pelletier, two-time gold medalist Ekaterina Gordeeva, Olympic men’s champion and four-time World Champion Alexei Yagudin, Olympic gold medalist Ilia Kulik and several other famous and talented athletes.

The producers introduce a new theme for “Stars on Ice” each year, and for the 2006-2007 tour it is “Double Exposure: The Many Lives of Figure Skaters.” The performance is designed to reveal the goals, dreams, hearts and minds of the skaters through a wide spectrum of music, technical effects and – of course – skating.

Eldredge is happy to be a part of it, he says.

“It’s awesome,” he says. “To me, it’s definitely the best production skating show there is in the world.”

Eldredge signed a six-year contract to skate for “Stars on Ice,” and this is his fifth year doing so.

“Scott Hamilton has been a huge idol of mine throughout my whole career, so it’s great to be involved in something associated with him,” Eldredge added.
Eldredge says he will be skating to Scott Stapp’s “Broken” and the Goo Goo Dolls’ “Better Days.”

“Broken” has a bit of a hard rock edge, as opposed to a more mellow or classical approach, according to Eldredge. In contrast, “Better Days” is a little more upbeat and evokes visions of a happier future, Eldredge says.

The show should have something for everybody, but should be a special treat to those who’ve never witnessed a live skating performance before.

“I always tell people, if they’re never been to a live show and they’ve only seen shows on TV, it’s 100 percent different,” says Eldredge. “It’s so much more exciting to be there live. The music has more impact, with the atmosphere and the lights. We’re skating five or ten feet from the front row…And not only is it a fun show, you’re helping out the Boys and Girls Club.”

Tickets for the performance in Baltimore, MD start at $25 and may be purchased at the 1st Mariner Arena Box Office, Ticketmaster locations, by logging onto www.ticketmaster.com, or by calling 410-547- SEAT.
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